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Bonus Poster




PROLOGUE, SOMEMERE
N THE DESERT SOUTHWSEST
OF HARTSDALE, NEW MEXILO....

f WHERE'S MY
ot uucLe?s T
MUST
A mm--ﬂowf.’

\T GLAPDENS ME TO SEE 'msge 15 NOTHING

SURVIVED Your sm'n.e WE CAN DO NOW,

THOMAS. . KCWT wm‘\’ AND
PRAY..

/ CHAMPION
E MUST DO SOME- N % i : =-
N . uucn..e ! IVE
SEEN THIS GEYONOER
IN ACTION! FELT WS

POWER RUN

SINCE THE
CHAMPION OF

DEATH COULDN
gT P THE ONE
BEYOND...
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funise. THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN

L COME A

SHOULD HE WiPE rrcz@m‘«’
ERASE /T, AND LEAVE
5 BAcRE

#fﬁ mm&r;%{é RUEST
EOND PEACE WITHN THE
VSTENCE

connuums THE TOM DeFALEO - SCRIPT
SOME SAGA OF  RON FRENZ — LAYOUTS ||
i JOE RUB/NSTE N~ FINISHES |
EA =~  LETTERING
M OWSLEY~ EDITOR
JIM SHOOTER~ EDITOR-IN-
CHIE

TOM MO

RGAN € TAMES FRY
FINISHED PENCILS

J'OHNROMITASR RUSGSTEFFENS J'ACKFU Gl Us
EROERIND e ARTALHEY CFORGEROUssOSKCO



s‘ﬂap.m.:r THE ONE -~ /¥ THE FORM OF A VAST
M BEYOND SENSES | | SPACE ARMADG-- THE

A AEAREY DISTURBANCE,| | COALITION OF OVER THIRTY

TO LM IT S5 DALY A THOUSAND, ADVANCED
ANAOYANCE == GALACTIC CIVIE /.z'.drro»vs/

(T -

- £ 1, COMMANDER, WE HAVE THE SEYONDER,
BUTWE mus-r HUBRY! OUR SENSORS INDi-
EATE THAT HE'S PREPARING TO TAMPER
TG THE VEEY FAAMENDRK OF REALITY!

WE HAVE M 12 : 8 == 7] A THOUSAND INHABITED WORLDS WILL

wE R\?Jsgw E?V\CPTEJICB PERISH N [T5 AFTERSHOCK, BUT THAT'S

OUR ULTIMATE WEAPON |3 A SMALL PRICE TO PAY FOR THE 5‘ALVAT|0N

--THE GALACTIC OoF 'me ENTIRE LINIVERSE
ERADICATOR ! 5

I

WeTH THE NOT CONTENT BUT, HE REAL- mw‘vae, HE
MEREST OF WITH THIS /ZES THAT HE ~ CAN FIX THAT...
5‘#&065, 4’5 PUNISHMENT, HASN'T COM-

CAUSES HE REACHES LLETELY WIPED
Ewrmé oUT TO THE AWAY THE E-
SPACE FLEET HOMEWORLDS MORY OF THESE +
- EROM WHICH

THE FLEETS:

CAME -~

415 ACTIONS

i ARE CONSTANT-
-~ AND 7O LY BEING OB-
é‘m;c’r PLANET SERVED BY THE ;
THAT EVER 54D MOST SOPHIS-
==TO VANISH coafmcr WITH TICATED BENGS  ---8Y ECIMI-
THESE N THIS MULTI-  NATING THEN

FROM EXLS- ANy o
TENCES

Wo VERSES 700/




v
DARK BOMAN, SROODS THE so‘we 66‘)'0”05»? How 1 DESPISEY ON a WHIM, HE
OF HATE AND é'm...,/umm:B NOW v, m A ESP JUST ELIMINATED
=2 =\ N e VALOES A "E&w‘%?f o
£ 73
- - CANNOT FOLLOW! A RACES--

e > )

—-su-r NOT EVEN »Y
1 OVED PEATH
ROPIED By, THiS
i L
THOSE BEINGS counTLESS N\ [ --noTeven LEPLEASUEYTHEQE CAN BE NO DOUST NOW —~\
DIDW'T O/&=- \/9 LLIONS OF or= WATCHING A A AT Eniney EYONDER |5 DETERMINED
THEY MERELY S0ULS WHOSE FRERING ETEANAL TORMENT! A 10 Diomns ot e DETE el
Crasep vt | SurFeamcs 1 Jf S ; VERSE! -
YN
\. EXISTED! -
1 DEPLORE
SUCH WASTE!
- :
P A
3] Wi = T R [ HOW SHOULD T
‘ AERE - f b e S : BWAIT THIS FINAL )
vl IR S B i __ aa CATACLYSMT A8
73 NG N\ 1=
14 : - ;
= : - = BY CRINGING
= : E i FEAR--

==OR,BY RAISING
A HOARY HOST

m’MEPHISTO HAS OTHER,
FAR MORE POTEN'

mvous‘
DECEIT! TREACHS) /




7

MEPHISTO!
I've CO‘N)\E FOR

T DON'T THINK MANY PECPLE ¥ JUST LISTEN TO
WILL BE SORRY TO SEE THIS A THAT RACKET!
PLACE GO/ : o

HOW COULD

YOU EVER
CONCENTRATE
WITH 80 MANY
S50ULS SCREAM-
‘A ING IN AGONYT

N

A
e

I AwaYSNY ILL

WA/TI AN IMMORTAL Y THERE 15 NO
SUCH AS YOURSELF , NEED FOR HASTE!
SHOULDN'T REEL -
PRESSURED BY : -

o TIME!

| NOF COURSE, THE
 PRESENCE OF ORE.
| A5 POWERFULAS
YOURSELE DD ROT
| GO LNNOTICED BY

HBUT YOU DICN'T
CARE ABOUT U5,

BET! )

' OH, WELL 1 sUP-
POSE T SHOULD

& -, -

T DOUBT (T! I'VE ALREADY

SEEN EVERYTHING THIS o
MULTIVERSE HAS TO OFFER. /
e

o PERHAPS, o
&, THAT 15 TRUE...
=F o




AND, NOW, ANGERED BY REECEG N CAN'T YOu 3eE
BETRAYAL, YOU'VE DECIDED T¢

PESTROY THE ENTIRE MUL’“VEREE’ THING DOESN'T
3 WORK?!

DESIRE MAKES
EVERY BEING N
EXISTENCE LN-
FULFILLED, AND
INCOMPLETE [

THAT THIS WHOLE |

SURELY, IN YOUR MANY TRAVELS,
YOU MUST HAVE MET SOMe

INDIWIDUALE WHO HAD FOUND
A KIND OF FULFILLMENT?

WHAT OF THEM?Z AREN'T
THEY WORTHY OF LIFET i)
SHOULDON'T THEY BE GIVEN
A CHANCE TQ SURVIVE 7!

|F NOTHING ELSE,
THIS CHANCE MAY

MALL WAGE
ENTERTAINING/ R T %

AND, WE COULD
ALWAYS MAKE A
PRAOVE TQ BE ;

THE OUTCOME !

R ON

LET's EAY THAT THE LIFE OF THE Mum

YERSE, AN WHN J

EKTEHDED r-‘an ecw. NS Nmmn-r‘
AMOUNT Of 'ruwi.n LIKE A FEW

miLLe

CHOOSE THE TIME !

INGLE DAY. (A MERE TWeNTY-
THE HUMA FOUR HOURS 7!
MEASURE |7

I
ACCEPT!

NOW, WHO SHALL BE
gz"%;m;mn--wﬁ
THE MIGHTY rﬂaﬁ ’

5PIDER-MAN 7!
BUT, HE'S ONLY-=

NEITHER! You
AY HAVE
SO/OER-MAN.

HUMANT THAT'S
THE POlN‘rgg

TAL 18
WORTW!‘ OF LIFE!




HE'S AN OLD FRIEND OF YOURS
IF I'M NOT MISTAKEN! ONE  /
YOU'VE BEEN TORTURING

FOR CENTURIES!

iy

(7 A CREATURE TOTALLY DEVOID NI
OF MERCY, WHO HATES YOU 0
ABOVE ALL OTHERS -~ 0

[sizasareogmsame

FREE, bt LasT!

NO LOY O
THAT HATBD CRYSTAL
CONSTRAIN ME!

I GIVE THE ORDERS

ARDUND HERE !

T Y
Eﬁﬂ’l’ﬂpga -:AAIENGS!DN 4




\

YOU MEEDN'T BOTHER CON-
JURING ANY OF YOUR MYSTIC
YAPORS, MEPHISTO! THIS QUADRA-
PHORIC VIDEO MONITOR WiLL

KEEP US ABREAST OF THE

BET'S PROGRESS

B SINCE SPIDER-MAM 15
AN INDIVIDUAL WHO'S
MOTIVATED BY A DEEP
SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY,
ALL ZARATHOS HAS TO DO 1S [}
GET HIM TO RENOLINCE HIS
RESPONSIBILITY N SOME
CONCRETE FASHION,

e

gg. I'M CERTAIN ¥ You KNOW, T'M REALLY BEGINNING I WELL, HE'D BEST NOT

PRES

TO Con
SuU

| TO THINK

METHING WILL TO ENICY THIS! Im GLAD I CAME. FAIL ME! I MUST win
ENT ITSELF/ = EXTR,

A DAY TO

THAT EX
~ * | PLAN! TO SCHEME!
TIHUE TO
RVIVE !

o
I MUST Wis |T,
AND T Sarass’s
S0 SWEARS

THAT (MAGE!
% IT'S A HOSPITA




NATHAN LUBENSKY, YOU'RE SUCH A FLIRT! T SOMETIMES
WONDER WHY MAY PARKER PUTS UP WITH YOU.

BT (T OBVIOUS,
ANMA? THE WOMAN

K 5 QUALITY
WHEH SHE SEES I'I'

JUST HEARD THE GO0 NEWS, HATHAN,
THE DOC 3AYS YOU'LL BE COMING
HOME 500

MAYBE NOT,
PETER, T'M 2
|HGTo LIKEﬁt;A-“

WisH WE COULD STAY wﬂGER,

DEAR, BUT MARY JANE |5

TAKING HER AUNT AMD’ ME
OUT FOR THE DAY. .

S00K...[ ] <0, WHERE ARE I'D LOVE TO--BUT A FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPUER 19 ON
| YoU LADIES ul CALL TWENTY- FOUR HOURS A DAY, I'VE GOT TO GET
HEADED? CHRISTMAS SHOW ; HUSTLING OFF TO MY NEXT ASSIGNMENT,

...ESPECIALLY
WITH NATHAN'S
HOSPITAL BiLL'S
COMING DUE.




== TWO TAPS5 TO THE WAFER-
THIN BUTTONS HIODEN BENEATH
THE PALMS OF XI5 GLOVES TO
TRIGGER HIS WES-SHOOTERS -=

SOON SWINGING |
HIGH ABOVE THE B
YTY STREETS!

i!'fz:m.... TRATAN oD

GUESS SHE'S IN TOWN 4 O&MIGOSH, T JUST REAL-
TO VISIT MARY JANE & IZED THAT I'VE BEEN
FOR THE HOLIDAYS, T BUSY LATELY THAT L NEVER
NAILED DOWN ANY DEFINITE
PLANS WITH AUNT may 5
FOR CHRISTMAS DAY.

CAN'T WORRY AB-DIJT THﬁT
NOW! THERE'S THE WARE
HOUSE I'VE BEE‘N LOOKIIGG FOR,..

) Al
LOAPED WlTﬂ Y oAy 846

ANAGED TO
5§.IP IN THROIJGH
THE SKYLIGHT
WITHOUT MAKING
SQUND,

EAM LOOKS
LOOKS LIKE A Goop
PLACE TO SET UP
SHOP.

I MY CAMERNS JTALK ABOUT A pLUM

ASS!GNMENT' THE
£ GOT

TS PERFECT! NOBODY'LL
THINK TO CONNECT
LIKE QURS WITH THE DEATH
AMAJ’Oﬁ PLAYER LIKE-~

YEAH, THE 4/T
18 GOING DOWN
AS PLANNED.

A SMALL GANG
OF

.., AND OUR BOY 15 SET TO PO‘P HIM
GOING IN THE FRONT DOOR

EVER

THE MUMBER ONE CR
LORD IN THE CITY!




z |
SUPPENLY, AT THE PRECISE MOMENT, THE |

DOORS OF THE WARENOLSE EXPLODE
IARWARRD. . .

THI5 |5 THE
=)

A MAN WHO GETS A CUT
%y FROM EVERY CRIME COM-
A MITTED IN THIS CITY.

£ HE PROFITS L
FROM PRUGS, Y|
PROSTITUTION, &
AND EXTORTION ! &

OH,YOU'RE ¥ TRUST ME; MEPHISTO,
JUAT AFRAID  IF SPIDER-MAN
FAILS TO SAVE HIM..

LET EVEN A GUY
LIKE THAT BE
MURDERED ?

. THAT'LL BE THE LEQST
OF YOUR HASSLES! "'

THE KINGOIN MUST
BE PUNISHED FOR

IS MANY CRIMES !

THE KINGPIN HAS TRIED TO S
KILL ME ON MORE CCCASIONS
\THAN T'D CARE REMEMBER.




THE CREATURE {5 FIRING S WHEWI SMELLS GOTTA GET OUT
SOME KIND OF PARK MIST TERRIBLE... A LOT
oy FROM ITS MOUTH--! _ LIKE SULFUR !

< &/
COULON'T
AVOVWD 1T IN

TIME! &

1 DON'T GET 1T/ NO ONE OM THE
STREET SEEMS TO HAVE NOTICED
ANYTHING OUT OF THE ORDINARY.

AO MY SPIDER-SENSE
15 TINGLING. .. WARNING
ME OF DARGER FROM

. ABOV!

NE QUICK FLIP =
WILL BRING ME FACE
TO FACE WITH MY
ATTACKER ! ,J




b
SURPRISED, YOU 7 SURELY, YOU MUST HAVE KNOWN \\ -
WEB- SWINGING , THAT YOUR GREATEST ENEMY |/ iy a et
MORON 2 WOULD EVENTUALLY RETURN ] THE RETURM OF...
o HACH Yoo B |l N\ e geeewn
= [T ‘ GOBLINS
Z

\\\\\\\ \\\\\

/ /_///////711

IT TO

YOU MAY HAVE FOUND
GOBLING

B-BUT, T Saw
Him DiE!




I WAS THE FR74ER YOU HAD A RESPONSIBILITY F : YOU SHOULD HAVE FOUND
OF YOUR BEST FRIEND!. } TO HIM ... AND ME! 7 A WAY TO SAVE ME!

WHY ARE YOU 50 CONCERNED Y Tk ; AURRY’ THERE'S STILL TIME FOR
WITH THE KINGPIN--WHEN YOU /: 5 YOU TO VEER OFF -~
DIDN'T CARE ABOUT ME 2! \

YOU SHOULD HAVE
SAVED ME! MEL

WHAT'S HAPPENING TO ME? THERE'S 1S ONE OF MY OLD ENEMIES USING
NO WAY THAT COULD HAVE BEEN o THESE CRAZY ILLUSIONS AGAINST
THE REAL NORMAN OSBORN/ ME, OR--AM T GOING MADT! -

2 LINVNE TO MAKE

G

25
LK

s g

¢ 9,
&&’h ﬁ ad

THE BATTLE HAS HAS BARELY NO MATTER! T WILL TAKE WHATEVER RISKS
ARE NECESSARY TO ASSURE MYSELF OF A
wou;o fA\L BEG 4 VICTORY OVER THE BEYONDER... —
1] - -




', EVEN IF T MUST SACRI-
RICE THE ENTIRE HUMAN "
RAce TO po s0!"
AT LAST! I FINALLY %5 5
MANAGED TO WASH .3 1

THAT SULFUR
SMELL OFF
by MB

) T,
\QICE-!
= R

FAMILIAR!

3 WHEW{ THIS COSTUMES
GOING TO NEED A GOOD
SOAKING, TOD. p=

GUBSS T'0 BETTER
SLIP INTO MY BLACK
ONE BEFORE I HEAD
QUT TO THE DALY 2

BUTA FEW AMINUTES LATER...

0y
HEADMHE’s () FEELS LIKE
IT'5 GONNA

YBE A QUICK
WiLL HELP.

KINGPIN!

DON'T YOou
RECOGNIZE
us?

M M/ 0A0!
18 IT §ALLY
You-

AND DRE
YOou--BUT, YOU
LET US DOWN!

WE HAD SUCH HOPES
AMS FO

'S BEEN SO LONG SINCE
LAST SAW YOU. I WAS
NLY A Ki?oﬁneﬂ You...

15 SOMETHING WRONG?
THE TWO OF YOU SeEm
50...DISTANT.

IT's BECAUSE YOUR
LIFE HAS BEEN SUCH
A GREAT DISAPPOINT-
MENT TO US, PETER.




W-WHAT A

NIGHTMARE 2

DON'T YOU THINK THE
WERE

IT'5 0BVIoUS THAT Jeoe
THE MASTER PLANS L
SOME TREA_C'HERY! %

éF HE WINS, HE WiLL

ONTINUE TO LERD IT

OVER US IN THIS INFERNAL
DPOMAIN.

- ' =

Q-




THIS WEATHER MAY CAUSE I'VE ALREADY

AND T WISH TO ARRIVE A‘f
THE CENTURY CLUB AT
MY USUAL TIME,

ELSEWHERE-..| IT'S NO USE!

( EASY DOES IT!
T'LL 500N GET
YOu WHERE You

BELONG.

|T'9 THE LEAST | | DONIT TELL ME THAT
L YOU'VE FORGOTTEN
MB ALREADY, PETER.

S

H-HOW DID YOU _
KNOW MY NAME ?

Mﬂd TACY P!
gUT THAT'S Inipossml.e'




SR

~
Ve, 1 DIED W vou were W I PUT MY FAITH
BECAUSE You Y ONLY IN YOU, BUT YOU
WEREN'T CLEVER  DAUGHTERS FAILED ME!
BOYFRIEND! :

HOW COULD You DO THAT TO
ME, PETER? I THOUGHT YoU

WERE A MAN WHO KNEW HOW
TO LIVE UP TO HIS RESPONSIBILITIES!

CAR INTO 5OME
S0ORT OF G‘HAS‘TL‘{
hy HEARSE! ]

YOUR DEATH WASN'T
/3 MY FAULT, CAPTAIN! A&

T HAVE MY OWN |
LIFE TO LIVE! :

OHMIGOSH !
SOMETHING
b FALLING TO
g WARDS ME--!




178 GWEN-- { SHE'S PLUMMETING TO
THE ONLY WOMAN R DEATH,..JUST LIKE
IVE EVER - BEFORE!

OH,NO/! T {NSTINCTIVELY : THA UGGN: THAT PUT A
TR(ED T FIRE A WEBLINE, | i ‘TERRIBLE STRAN ON
BUT I'Mm NOT ws.nwue i MY KNEES--BUT, I'VE|

6 COTERS GOT mplenone THE

G
GOTTA \T JusT
THINK-- RIGHT--! /£

Nl

Al N




EVERYTHING'S GOING X/ WHAT GOOD DOES 7 : ‘M ALRQADYYYOU HAD YOUR CHANCE
TO BE ALL RIGHT: 73 THOT DO ME NOW, 3 DEAD! TO SAVE ME WUEN IT
7D ¢T! T MANAGED = PETER? R l REALLY MATTERED-~
TO SAVE YOU THIS TIME , AN\ AND, YOU FAILEDY

I COUNTED OW YOU TO
PROTECT ME ! T WAS YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY !

/;;///M Nl N

BuT, You
OBVIOUSLY
DION'T CARE




IMNEVER REALIZED W THE BEYOHDER (5 ACTUALLY STILL, T .~\a~f goo
HE WCULD wwE BE ABLE TO USE
THAT TO MY
ADVANTAGE.

1 HAVE BEEN SECRETLY GATHER- THOUGH |T WILL HELP HIM DEFEAT
ING MY POWER TO FEED TO THE ZARATHOS, IT WiLL ALSO DESTRQAY
HUMAN AT THE PROPER MOMENT, HIM...BUT, I CAN ACCEPT THAT.

WELL, (¥ T'5 ALL THE AN\ R i, NO SENSE BEING BASHEUL!
SAME TO U, T A £ ot 7 HE OBVIOUSLY KNOWS T'A
CALL You ﬂdmx i S N- ® SPIDER-MAN ==

_— —

SO I MIGHT AS
WELL Jus'r DITCH MY N2
CIVVIES, AND GET DOWN
TO ACTION!

BARELY MANAGED TO AVOID z \ SOME CALL ME -msvowazs KNOW ME AS
THAT BLAST IN TIME ~-! RAVAGER OF SCULS! , THE I;:'\Ev'i““g SP‘IRéTOF

-




HE'S.... RIGHT, BUT
T CAN'T LET THAT _
STOP ME !

+-.PULL ON MY GLOVE: == !
AND MASK, AND 2 o s.av?cfgh:z;o
S DON'T MAKE
THE MaN 3!

T4 NOT SURE THAT |
T EVEN WANT TO KNOW.

W, .NOW, ALL I HAVE TO vo 1S |
SLIP MY WEB-SHOOTERS QuT

\0
| T, 2vE KD |
BLE'Jvomf

YOu CouLp Be
USING YOUR

SPECTACULAR
ABILITIES FOR
YOUR OWN 3

i
T,
R

s

——



THINK OF IT: A MAN WITH YOUR

TALENTS AND ABILITIES COULD

EASILY BECOME RICH BEYOND
DREAMS OF AVARICE!

W-wHa--7f

" THe Goop o’

INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE WOULD BE
ABOUT AS ANXIOUS
TOA/TME--AS 1
AMTO SZAav YO\J’

THEN, T GUESS You
WON'T MIND IF T 58
WHAT YOU LOOK LIKE
BENEATH THIS RAG--!

OF COURSE,
PETEY!

AFTER ALL,

mcE IT, PETEY,..YOU'RE 4
A SCREW-UP! YOU'VE uarER
QﬂCE BEEN ABLE TO LIVE U

TO ALL YOUR iESPOHS!BIL!T\Eé'

WHAT ABOUT YOUR AUNT MAY ® K
WHEN DID YOU LAST SPEND ANY
QUALITY TIME WITH HER? 4

MY ILLUSIONS
ARE FINALLY
ARTING TO
GET TO HIM/

HIS AGONY

MUST BE
INCREDIBLE...

W-WHY ARE
YOU DOING
THIS TO ME?Z.




“1Tis NOT ME, PETER, "THE MORE YOU DO FOR PEOPLE,
| 1T YOUR OWN SENSE THE MORE THEY sxpa:'r FROM

RESCONSIBILITY = YQG THE MORE E‘j’ o
'nm'r‘s Tamm

HUNTIL YOU ARE

EVENTUALLY CRUSHED

BEREATH THE WEIGHT -

OF THEIR EKPE‘.TA‘HGNS
) oF

[
TS s
o g
5 A

H-HELP ME!
“THERE 5 MO NEED FOR
YOU TO CONTINUE SUfF-
FERING! ADL; -«;u HAVETD

STRACTED B
HIS COMPASSION,
MEPKISTO WILL

STRIKE—!

MASTER! WE cAHNaTm.LW YOIJ THIS DECEIT! I
ws wouc.o RATHER BE fﬂﬁ? SUFF
ER MOMENT UNDER urmour RULE !
7 f,f' ceT BACK, YOU

ETINOUS HORDE!
You LL RUIN EVERY-
THING !

THANKS TO \
UNTIMELY |
R Sl & loas uunwnae
Y O OF YOUR FEEAIE
WAS PASSED!

Al AR ATIONE




Y. THEY, LIKE SPIDER-MAN,
WERE DOOMED FROM THE
VERY STARTIM

ES)

il
S-SIK O'CLOCK! ; v
ALLTHE CONFUSION I...I HATE HiM.,..
wes Bor FORGOT AND EVERYTHING HE
ABOUT THE KINGPINL STANDS FOR! 1T WOULD
BE SO EASY JUST
TO LIE HERE. -.

I...1 CAN'T LET ANYONE--

NOT EVEN A SLIMEBAG

LIKE THE KINGPIN—

HURT BECAUSE T FAILED
YO ACT.

B-BUT, I CAN'T l;:é..wouw

HELP MYSELE... WRONG!

15 [T RIGHT FOR
YOUR 8O

H
CRI E?HAAL.'
YOU OWE Him
AOTHING]

I e-éveryTame % 3
- L, THATS THE
YOU SAID MAKES | m 1 WAS
PERFECT SENSE... BROUGHT uP..."




THAT'S THE
PERSON I'VE

ALWAYS BEEN!

HE VANISHEDR. -~
AS (F HE WERE
, NEVER REALLY
TUERE! &

THERE'S STILL
THE SMALL
MATTER OF
THE KINGPIN'G A&
LiFE!




W-WAS TH
GUNsnoT -‘?TA

T 5STILL DON'T
UNDERSTAND WHY

Y%, AND IT‘G VER‘?’ REASSUR-
NG TO SEE YOUR SE-
CURI‘!‘Y RRAN ARE

AS EFRICIENT AS EVER

PERHAPS WE

OUS ASSASSINATION
THOUGH

O e B TS e

WOMEN IN TH

ATTE

THE CROWD

THOSE AT TEM!
OF PASSERSEY. /| i

WE WERE ON OUR
REGULAR KINGPIN
STAKEOUT WHEN WE
HEARD THAT SHaT.

~

T EATAAN o pobiiion ) | Ak THETAS
08T

15 SUBJELTED TO MUMER-

1 PAEFER TO RESTRICT
TO TitMES AND PLACES
OF MY CHOOSING,

ALL THAT QIJFFER—

OTHING!

H.Eu. NEVER BVEN
OR CAR

WHY DO I EvEN
BOTHER

HEYIHOU CAN'T
LEAVE THE SCENE
OF AN ATTEMPTED
HOMICIDE, You'VE -

WHAT A PAY! 1 poN'
KNOW (R 1'L EVER
~ SENSE OF (11 TAKE

JUST KNOW T'VE GOT
LOT OF Sgrﬂlcouﬁ THINKIN

AYBE 1 SHaULD
STAR"I' REASSESSIN
MY VALUES... p

FIRST, 1'D
ER GET OYER
PAILY BUGLE...



W’ W5 BOILS WAVE ALREADY CLEARED o
UP, AND ALL PHYSICAL EVIDEN:
U NS DAY WAL ALED vnmsueo.

Of Ccourse.Y AS YOU CAM SEE, TVE fo =\ #f b SO, THE UNIVERSE MAY
I 00NT P READY RETORNED i ,_COMTINUE TO LIVE...
WELCH ! SATiOS TO WIS R ; P

ZA|
CRYSTAL PRISON-

STILL PECIDE

AT LEAST FOR
THEFgE)iT TWENTY-

HOUR5

I HAVE S2EN MUCH B THAT N 4
mow:v” \ TODA'I WHicH T DOESH'T MEAN T° W‘PE THiS Y You HavE TWENTY-FOUR
TRoEeE A | TR cong RIVERSE CLEAN. 4 ms%-?ﬁ:‘,ﬁm' o

G

THE BEGINNING OF THE END.
DON'TDARE MI55 THE AWESOME CONCLUSION.

NO ONE ELSE WILL.

PLEUS A FEW ADDI?'!OML SRR

N EEINBo ASHT-5280 EXTRAvACINZ FSTUANE THE (oM
@ RETeiion OF SN (B R,

DEMANDED .+




{Order NOWand a 13issue subscrip
4| tion can be yours for only

| $6.50- only 50¢ per Issu

| The same issues on the
newsstand are 65¢.

Hurry! This holiday offer

expires January 31st, 1986. .
k5| Don't miss this chance to

get your favorite Marvel
titles at ourspea i
holiday price.

it saves you
a big 23%.

PON'T
FORGET THAT
MARVEL COMICS
MAKE GREAT

HOLIDAY
GIFTS FoR
FRIENDS !

'HOLIDAY @@UP@Nﬁﬁmﬂ 50¢ PER ISSUE!

] ALPHA FLIGHT
[] AMAZING SPIDER-MAN ij 0 Enclosed is $6.50 per title 13 issues each.

FIRST INITIAL ®  LAST NAME

S (] EERRERRNRRRNRRNN

[l FANTASTIC FOUR L] WEB OF SPIDER-MAN ey ]

1 INCREDIBLE HULK ] WEST COAST AVENGERS
L [OX-MEN |
O IRON MAN City

[J DREADSTAR (6 iss) [D D:D:D
) ALIEN LEGION(6 iss) Siate Zip
Bzomu.#fi xmc;“ sw Pl Mail M 1C G
ease Mail to: Marvel Comics roup
% MARVEL FANFARE i}} - Subscription Dept.
[ GROO THE WANDERER $8 [ SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN $17 387 Park Avenue South
Canada and Foreign: Add $2.00 per titles KEY #: NOV-85 ! New York, NY 10016 -
Make checks or money orders payable (U.S. Funds) to Marvel Cnmu:s Allow 10 weeks for delivery.




4 For alimited

4/~ time only, a 13-issue.
S e r € -{SSue
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THE SPIDER’S
_ WEB

JIM OWSLEY

ADAM BLAUSTEIN
ASSISTANT EDITOR

VIEW FROM THE
TENTH FLOOR

Unless you're the kind of person who skips im-
mediately to the letters pages of your favorte
magazing, |'d say by this point you've now one
of the bes! Spidey yams ever. Tom and Ron pulled
outall the stops on this one, delivering all the action,
all the drama, all the pizazz any die-hard Marvalite
could ask for. An instant classic, well worih the long
hours Assistant Editor Adam Biaustein and 1 put
into bringing it luiyou‘

And, letme tell you, wa're all exhausted.

hers next month, when we feature tha special
ali-blank ish. No cover, no ant, no story. But, abreeze.
toputout...

Be...mxlis...lmoan,
here in thirty days
Marvel's 25th

sized spocial ssue of
Mm-mmmn" e e ji story
-page origin
from AMAZING FANT%‘?Y #151 And, i?ﬁnt‘s not
enough, the issues’ tale, “The Choice And The
Chal " features a major tuming point in
Spidey’s Iiiel And, if all that still isn't enough for
... next issua features the relum of The, Hob-

There you have it, people. A book so crammed
with extras it's more than worth the extra scheckles
you have to farm out for it. And it's aiso more than
worth the wait. Tom DeFalco, Ron Frenz, Joe
Rubinstein. Inthirty days.

As for me, | can be reached at the Happy Trails
Home For The Terminally Exhausted. Send

cookies.
Jim Owsley

TO:

Marvel Comics Group, Avenue South,
New Yark, N.Y. 10016, Please Include your name
and atdress. We will, however, withhold them
upon request.

Dear Merry Marvel Men,

WHOOPIE! WOW! WHAT A GREAT ISSUE!
Number 269 really hit the spot! After reading
#268, | wondered, "Hmm . . . what could that
light in space be?" Now | know, and | can't wait
10 see “The Hero and the Holocaust"l | always
wondered why Peter Parker never changed
inio his civies if he was in tough shape. | guess
1 know now!

Keep up the great work!l!

Peter Kasperowicz
172 8. Main S1.
Cohasset, MA 02025
Dear Spider-Man,

The last two-issues (268 & 270) have been
just fantastic. Tom, you've outdone yourself! |
love the piotting of issue #26911I! Firelord mis-
taken for a mutant while eating pizzal Hah! By
the way, | have a sneaky suspicion that the
mysterios stranger is recognizing Nathan, in-
stead of Pete. It's just a hunch. | love
the shoa-falling-out-of-the-tree scane. Firelord's
dialogue just makes you believe he's got an
over-sized ego! Ron, I've always loved your
style. Keep up the good work. | also thought the
covers of both issues were superb. | haven't
loved a wo-issue epic this much since Spidey
batiled the Juggemaut!! Spidey keeps saying
people are out of his “class” or “league” and
keeps calling the FF and the Avengers “heavy-
hitters.” if you ask me, Spider-Man dossn't
have a class. The only thing holding him back is
his lack of confidence. I've never written a lefter
to you guys before, but this time | couldn't keep
myselt back. Every one of you deserves con-
gratulations! You've upheld the tradition that
makes Spider-Man the best hero of all!! ‘Tl
Hobgoblin trades his jet glider in for a Buick.

David Clarke
2513 Plaza St
Arlington. TX 76010

Dear Gang,

| have just finished reading AMAZING
SPIDER-MAN #269-270 and my opinions are
as foliows:

1) Firelord's appearance— Great! It's about
time that you got a superpowsred villain for
Spidey to fight, instead of these “ordinary”
crooks! Keep ‘em coming!

2) Spidey’s victory (in #270)—Excellent! For
too long, Spidey has been thought of as a
“wimp"” when compared to the Hulk, Thor, etc.,
but by beating Firelord, Spider-Man has shown
that he is a major power in the Marvel Universe
(that is my estimation of the effect of the event).

3) Ron Franz's artwork—N was great! i is
alsoimproving rapidly! Keep up the good work!

Overall, this was a great story, and I can't
wait for the next issuet Keep up the good work!

David Duncan
34 Benedict Terrace
Longmeadow, MA 01106

Dear Wall Crawlers,

“Spider-Man—Stop! You can't beat Fire-
lord!” . .. “Wanna Bet?!"

Those words said 1t all. Issue #270 was fan-
tastic. | loved seeing Spidey take on the Fire-
lord. Surely, his victory over the former herald of
the Big “G" must rank as one of Spider-Man's
greatest ever. | really liked the tie-in with the
Avengers, too. Especially Hercules' thoughts of
the Web-head, as revealed in AVENGERS

But | have a few questions about Spider-
Man. First, is Captain America really that much
bigger than Spider-Man? | know that the Web-
Slinger is alot stronger and more agile than
Cap, but | couldn't believe the size difference.

‘And secondly, if Spider-Man can knock out a
guy like Firelord, how can people like the
Kingpin, Puma, and Hobgoblin give Spidey so
much trouble? ¥

By the way, where is old Hobby, anyway?’

J.8,

Dunwoody, GA

Well, JS, to find the answer to your ques-

tion about Spidey versus Firelord, simply

read the next letter! As for Hobgoblin, by
now you know where he is . . .

Dear Marvel,

Spider-Man #270 was awesomely great
The fight scenes were not only entertaining, but
were logical and realistic. Spider-Man'’s strug-
gle for survival, combined with tha fact that de-
spite his growing fears and fatigue, Spider-Man
kept on coming. Not only did that taks tremend-
ous amounts of courage and will-power, it was
extremely realistic. Furthermore, it was logical
the way Spider-Man used his acrobatic
“spider” agility and reflexes to confusa Firslord.
In addition, | simply LOVED the way Spider-
Man used his “danger” or “spider” sensa to en-
able him to anticipate Firslord's every attack.

As in normal humans, Spider-Man's adrenal
medulla probably secreted large amounts of
epenephrine in his stressful and fearful state at
the time of the batle, which stimulated the
heartbeat rate, raised blood levels, and inhi-
bited sensations of fatigue (the “fight or flight”
hormone) that heightened Spider-Man's physi-
cal abiliies, thus giving him a great advantage
over Firelord.

Furthermore on the subject, | think, in my .
opinion, that Spider-Man is obviously getting
stronger and more powerful than ever before. |
maan, in the early days, Spider-Man had only
sufficient power to handle ordinary criminals
with handguns, criminals with highly sophisti-
cated weaponry, and only small time super-
folks. Currently, Spider-Man has been able to
beat heavyweights like . . . Speed Demon, the
Submariner (you know, the “fish-man” who de-
feated the Incredible Hulk years ago), Titania
Jwho defeated the She-Hulk from the SECRET
WARS), plus . .. he damed near defeated the
Uncanny X-Men, and he would have, too, given
enough time.

In addition, Spider-Man has been only able to
hold his own for a LONG period of time against
other heavyweights such as: the Un: able
Juggernaut, the Incredible Hulk, the Avergers,
the Silver Surfer, and the fact that he NEARLY
defeated the Fantastic Four. Will this seeming
power increasement ever be established in the
currem OFFICIAL HANDBOOK OF THE MAR-
VEL UNIVERSE. DELUXE EDITION??? Who
knows.

Of course, if Spider-Man is going up against
the Fly, his reputation is practically blown. As
far as | know, the Fiy is the only guy who was
strong and fast enough to cause Spider-Man
grief, as shown waaaay back in Spider-Man
#192-193. | would like to see the Fly in the
NEAR future, and make it good and snappy,
okay?

Tom, Ron ... never have | seen you two do
so well in all the years I've been living. Thanks.

Peter Chisholm
6033 Catherine St.
) Phila, PA 19143
Dear Makers of Marvel History,

Spider-Man #2700 was worth waiting,
camped out by my local comic shop, forl The
arntwork was ftremendous! That fighting se-
quence on page 21 was the best pancil/ink job
of Spidey in action since Ditko. | MEAN ITI

The story wasn't so bad aither. Peter Parker
is not on Kathryn Cushing's favorite photog list,
eh? Well, | don't like her anyway. I'm all for
women's rights, but | can't stand pushy women,
and that she is, Get rid of her.

Jonah seems to be mellowing some,

Mrs. Jameson has something to do with it. I'd
like to see how JJ and Marla are at home some-
time, just to give us an idea how she copes with
him.

I'm giad Spidey realized someone could've
been hurt by the subway stunt. | can't believe
he would endanger lives that way. Perhaps he
was scared; | would be.

There are some things | wonder about,
though, and they are:

1. Why don't you guys decide on Spidey's
costume? If you ask me, stick to the Originallil

2. What happened to the Black Cat since she
and Spidey broke up?

3. Is Peter ever going 1o tell Aunt May his
secret and why he does what he-must? And
what about May and Nate tying the knot?




4. When are we going to see Hobgoblin and
the Puma again? How aboul Sandman? He
and Spidey could work together to heip him
make restitution for his past!

&. How about another appearance by Pete's
beautiful neighbors? Maybe Mary Jane?
(WOW! MJY)

And {finally, you say), .

6. What's he (Spider-Man) going to do wih

gold notebook?

the ?
I suspect the man in the shadows in ish #2869
was:

D. the Puma
| suppose the answers to all my questions
will be answered one way of anothar. Keep up
the good work, you'ra re-defining the words
Marvel Comics.
Dennis Prics
5143 SE Robinson Rd
Beliview, FL 32620

Marvel,
| have been waiting a long time to see an
like SPIDER-MAN #270. You did in that
only hinted at in a few other

Spider-Man,
mgas.mfshavesmmmpectinrmder-man
rom now on._

ngpupmpmdwock. | buy almost every
comic that you put out and I'm 24 years old.
Maka Mine Marvel.
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Siip Watson
607 Jordan Ln
Huntsvilla, AL 35805

Dear Sirs,

t would be impossible for me to describe
exactly how excruciatingly good ASM #270
was. Superlatives becoms inadequate; so sut-
ﬁeehmsaymitw&smebasﬁssuemat"ve
386 in five or so years. Possibly longer. The ac-
tion was fast and furious, two ingredients that
have been sadly lacking for quite a while. The
a very nice (and welcome) appearanca by
original ‘old goat,’ J. Jonah Jameson, as well as
a well-portrayed new city editor, whom I'm sure
wa'll be sesing a lot more of in the near future.
The scene with her J.J.’s immortal
cigar in half is a classic. The siory reads wel,
and the art, as usual, is terific.

But the actual core of greatness in this issue

Spidey simpty would not quit, nor be beaten,
and with each reappsarance of Firetord, Spidey
simphy screwed up his determination, clenched
his fists once again and just hit him harder. In
the and, it was not the superior power that won,
but the one with the greater spirit. That's whet
Spider-Man started out as being about, and it's
{antastic to sea a retum to those values.

Again, my hearty kudos to all for a job very
well done. Piease continue more stories in that
vein—it's the stuif that classic comic mags are

made of.
Gary Bond
PSC Box 4669
Eglin AFB, FL 32542
Dear Web-Spinners,

Just got finished reading AMS #271. The
Crusher was great and Manslaughter was awe-
some. The last scene with Peter and Aunt May
really touched my heart. My thanks to Jim, Jim,
and the rest of the crew for a great comic. So
until Electro loses his juce, Make Mine Mar-

velllll
Edward Hughes
Gouldsboro, PA

Dear Spider-Team,

In reference fo msue #271—it couldn't be
any betier for Crusher Hogan's retum. |
would've never guessed that you guys would
resurrect him from Marvel Momones. Who's
next, the Living Brain?

And about Manslaughtar, he's something else
that really can be made one of Spidey's major
villains. See to it when you bring him back, give
Crusher an appearance of two. ok?

In closing | just wanna tell you guys that Ron
Frenz is the best artist ASM ever had—lef's
have him for keeps. Keep Marvel's middle
name ‘Awasome' like always!!

Tnomas Frascela
227 Grant Ave
Middlesex, NJ 08848

Dear Spider-People,
I just want to tell you | was really im-
by #271. it wasn't the villain. Man-
siaugh!ei’wasalrtgm,bmhe‘sm:-tsomnel‘d
be ly anxious 1o see again in a book.

you used Hogan.

When | first heard you wers going o bring
back Crusher Hogan, | thought, “Oh, no,
another character from Spidey’s past somehow

." When | saw the cover, | really became
worried: Manslaughter—it even sounds lke a
wrestier.

Then | read the book. Then | read it again.
You avoided that cliched plotline, and instead
you gave us a truly ciassic comic book. Page
21, panel 5 was really touching. And the last
page:kraiawnﬁefsmﬂs.lmﬂybrgm
this was a comic book. 1 was really worried for
Peter and Nathan for a moment. Whew! That's
a sign of a good piece of literature. Bravol

While I'm writing, | may as well give you my

i of the Hob-

Say, what does Howard look like, any-
way?1?

Dear Jim,
1t was fitting that AMAZING SPIDER-MAN
4271 was a nostalgic look back at Crusher

Hoga.ﬂ.becausamsart(aamuiﬁemand
Rubenstein evokes a ieeling of the “good o'
days" in Spider-Man's life when things were
simpler, even though they really have not been
as bad as Peter seems 1o think they have, untii

recentty.

Baefore the last year or 50, the tales in the as-
sorted Spider-Books have kept the life of the
hero at a status quo. Lately, though, with the
addition of an editor who does not like Peter's
photographs twith good reason, he never 100k
much formal training in photographer), the
death of Jean DeWoitf. Mary Jane's discovery
of his identity and even the sun-bathers on his
roof, Peter Parker has ofien had good reason to
consider the spider’s bite s a curse instead of
a blessing.
lssue #271 is a good exampie of this new
trend, as again he finds that superheroics call
him away from keeping his promises to Aur
May. While Mansiaughter certainly was not a
great thraat to Spider-Man, the compiets futility
ing Hogan and the

For once, | would like to see him stop her from
closing the door on his face (and their relation-
ship) and go inside and talk with her.
Hnalry,momismempoimma!lwmw
like to make. in the Marvel Universe most of the
biggest solitary heroes are single. Spider-tMan,
Daredevil, Thor, and Cap all have had relation-
ships that could have but for various reasons
of being linked to & super-
hero, led to the aitar. Now that
Mary Jane knows that Peie is Spider-Man,
there is no reason why they couldnt marry i
their relationship called for . While this cer-
iainty would ba a major change in the kife of
Marvel's “star aftraction,” it would be a very
welcome one.

Harry, Mary Jane, Robbie, Betty, and JJJ to.be
very special friends, not just delighttul creations
of someone's imagination.

Don't laugh.
1erious villain is really Marvel's most mysterious
assistant editor. After all, what do we, you, of
ambodyiormmmattach'wabou!hkn.ww
littie indeed. No one is even sure what he iooks
Jike (except maybe his mother and even that's
doubtful). He has never really revealed any-
thing about himseff to Marveldom assembled.
Obviously he has something to hide, and this is
&Hedumpupinmebullpansmaﬂerm
n

Think about it. Howard the Duck in ‘88.
Anthony Kowalewski
229 Everett St
Southbridgas, MA 01550
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